
G R E G  A B B O T T  

June 27.2007 

Mr. Mike Stafford 
Assisrant County Attorney 
10 19 Congress, 1 5'h Floor 
Houston, Texas 77002 

Dear Mr. Stafford: 

You ask whether certain information is sirbject to required public disclosure under the 
Public Informatioil Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was 
assigned ID# 282305. 

The Harris County Toll Road Authority (the "authority") received a request for information 
pertaining to toll road violations by a ilaiiled individual and the identity and number of 
violations by tlie iridividual with the most toll road violations in Harris Coi~nty. You state 
that yoii liave released all inforniatioii pcriirini~ig to tlre iiaiiied indi\,itiual. You claim that 
tile sitbinitted i-epresentaii\,e s;iiiiple of inforniatior? is excepted I'roi~i iiisclosure tinder 
sections 552.101 a i~d  552.130 ofthe Go\/emment Code.' We 1r;ive considered the exceptions 
you claim ancl reviewed the si~bmittecl information. 

Initially, we note that the submitted information contains the address of the inctividual with 
the most toll road violations in Harris County. Upon I-eview of the request, it does not appear 
that the requestor has requested this information. Thus we find that the individual's address, 
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which we have marked, is not responsive to this request. Because this information is not 
responsive, it need not be released in response to this request, and we do not address i t  in this 
r~lling. 

Section 552.101 of the Government Code excepts from disclosure "information considered 
to he confidential by law, either constitutional, statutory, or by judicial decision.'' Gov't 
Code 3 552.101. This sectioi~ encompasses information other statutes make confidential. 
Section 730.004 of the Transport;~tion Code pl-ovides that "an agency may not disclose 
person;il inloi-m;ttior? about :my persoil obt;iined by tlic iigency in  coiinectio~~ wit11 a nlotor 
vehicle record." Transp. Code $730.004. "Personal informatio~~" ii~cludes a pet-son's name 
and address but not the zip code. Id .  5 730.003(6). The Texas Depart~nent of Traiispoi-tation 
is an "agency" for purposes of chapter 730. Set. it/. 8 730.003( I )  ("agency" is state agency 
that compiles or mainlains inotor vehicle records). You inform us that pursuant to a contract 
between the Texas Depart~nent of Transportation and the authority. the Texas Depai-tmei-it 
of Transportation provides the a~lthority with information; inci~tding individuals' personal 
infovmation used in the authority's database, ibr use in carrying o t~ t  its governmental 
f~~nctions. Set, id. 5 730.007(a)(2)(A)(I) (personal informatioil niay be disclosed to 
government agency in  carrying out its functions). AII auihorizetl recipient of personal 
infornlatioi~ may not  re-disclose the persoiiiii i~iibrin;ttion and to t!o so is ;I mistlernemor 
offense. Id.  5 730.013(a), (d). B;iscil oil tlie authority's representatioi~s and our review, we 
agree that the name of the individual obtained frorn the Texas Department of Trailsportation 
111ust be withheld. Accordingly. we have marked the information that rnLrst be witl~lield froin 
disclosure under sections 730.004 and 730.013 of the Transportation Code in conjunction 
with section 552.101 of the Government Code. 

We note that the remaining infol-cnation contains a license plate  lumber. Section 552.130 
of the (;ove~-~~meiit Code excepts from disclos~~re information relating to n Texas motor 
vehicle title 01- segistratioir. Gos't Code $ 552.130 We have maslied the Iiceiisc plate 
11iirnbe1- that tlie aiithol-ity iniist b\~itlil?oltl ~111tie1- seciioil 552.  I30 of tire C;cl\,ei-n~i~cnt Code. 

In sitmmary, you must ~vithholti the iilentifying info!-cnaiion we 11nve nlarhc~i under 
section 552.101 in co~~junctioi~ with sectioii 730.004 of the Transportatioil Code. Y ~ L I  must 
withhold the license plate nu~nber rnarked under section 552.130. The remaining responsive 
information must he released. 

Tliis leltel- ruling is iilnited to rhe pal-ticu1;ri~rccords at issue in this request and iiniited to the 
Sacts 3s piesented to 11s: thercSore, this ruling nriist not be I-elictl npon as n psevious 
iictei-inint~tioii rcgardiiig any oilrci- sccords os an! oilier cii-c~~i~istaiices. 

This ruling triggel-s importani dcatlliires rcg;irding the rights and I-esponsihilities of the 
gover~~~nentai body and oi'tlic recliiestor. Fol- exampie: governnicnt~il bodies ai-e pi-ohihited 
from asking the attorney general to reconsider this ruling. Gov't Code 3 552.301 (1.). If the 
go\~cr~imental body wants to challenge this ruling, the governmental body must appeal by 
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filing suit in Travis County within 30calendar days. Icl. 5 552.324(b). In order to get the full 
benefit of such an appeal. the go\~ernmeiit~rl body must file suit within I0 calendar days. 
It/. $ 552.353(h)(3). (c) .  I f  the gover~imet?tal hotly cloes not appeal this ruling and the 
governmental body does not coniply with it, tlien both the requestor and the attorney 
general have the right to file suit against the governmental body to enforce this r~lling. 
Id. 8 552.321(a). 

If this ruling requires the governmental body to release all or part of the I-equested 
information, the governmental body is responsible for taking the next step. Based on the 
statute, the attorney general expects that. upon receiving this ruling. the governmental body 
will either rclct~se the pitblic  records pl-omptly I I U ~ S L I : ~ ~ ~  to section 552.221(a) of the 
Goveriiment Codc or file a lawsuit cli~~lleiiging tliis ruliiig pursutliit to section 552.324 of the 
Goucrn~neiit Codc. If the governn?ental body fails to do one of' these things. then the 
requestor shoulif report that frii1~1i.c io tlic attorney gene1.al.s Open Goveri-rmcnt Hotline, 
toll free, at (877) 673-6839. The requestor inay also file a complaint with the district or 
county attorney. Itl. 8 552.3215(e). 

If this ruling requires or permits the governmental body to withhold all or some of the 
requested information, the requestor can appeal that decision by suing the governmental 
body. I d  $ 552.321(a); Tr,rii.s Dep't qfl'iih. S~iji.9 v. Gilhrentlz. 842 S.W.2d 408, 41 1 
(Tcx. Apj?.-Austiri 1992; no writ). 

Please renieinber that iiiidel- tile Aci tiic release oi'infoi-ii1aii011 ti-igge1.s certiiii~ 111-OCCCILII-es foi- 
costs and charges to the requestor. lii-ecords are rc1e;ised in  compliailce with this ruling, be 
sure that all charges for the iiiformatioii are at or below the legal amounts. Questioi~s or 
coinplaints about over-charging mmt bc directed to Hadassah Schloss at the Office of the 
Attorney General at (5 12) 475-2497. 

If the governinental body, the requestor, or any other person has questions 01- comments 
about this ruling. they may contact our office. Although there is no statutory deadline for 
coiitacting LIS. ihe attoi-ney genet-a1 prefers lo I-eccive an)( cotninctlts willfiii 10 calenda~. days 
of' the tlate o S  tliis t-iiiing. 

Justin D. Gordon \,/ 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 
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Ref: ID# 282305 

Enc. Submitted documents 

c: Mr. Jel-emy Rogalski 
KHOU-TV 
1945 Allen Parkway 
Houston. Texas 77019 
(wlo et~ciosures) 


