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Parisian Suburbs

Enjoy New
Highway

by Russell I. Wilcox

b
ThiS past year was another great one for IBTTA I h a v e " ' '!';'
had the pleasure of working with the Association's leaders
and staff in preparing to focus on a few important goals
during my term as President; and I look forward to an
exciting and successful year ahead.
Last year's ETTM Symposium in New York was an
unqualified success. and we will continue to maintain an
active program to assist in furthering the development of
this technology. We will also continue to represent our
industry in a number of efforts to set ETTM standards.
Additionally. we will maintain a high profile in
Washington. D.C.• representing the industry befote
Congress and the Administration on a variety of issues.
We will pursue full funding of ISTEA and effective use of
the U.S. federal-aid toll program. monitor developments
on the N~rth American Free T,r~de Agreement as ~ey i~pact on land bord~ crossings.
push for Improved Canada-Oluted States border mspection manpower an~l.<resource
levels. and continue our efforts to obtain adequate radio frequencies f01O!ffecti.ve toll
agency communications and ETTM o p e r a t i o n s . " .. "
IBTTA and its member agencies throughout the world - with their efficiency in
moving people and products - have and will continue to playa role of growing
importance in the resurgence of the world economy. Therefore, the international
program is central to our future success. and I plan to work very closely with our Board
members and Past Presidents from outside the U.S. to continue the momentum of these
programs and their benefits.
Over the last several months. I have thought a great deal about the honor and
privilege of serving as 1994 IBTTA President; most often my thoughts turn to performing the job with dedication and commitment. The Association's path of roadways.
bridges. and tunnels has many guideposts to help me along the way. including the Past
Presidents - be they present or only in our memory - the Board of Directors.
Committee Chairpersons. IBTIA staff. and each ofyou. With your guidance and
support. the future success of the Association is assured. I look forward to serving you
in 1994. T

Last October. more than 60 km. of a new
highway from Paris to the eastern part of
France opened. The Societe des Autoroutes
Paris-Rhin-Rhone (SAPRR) built and will
pperate and manage this section of the AS
-highway, linking Paris to its very highly
populated southeast suburbs and contributing to the suburbs' economic development.
The unique point of interest of the AS
highway is its coupling with the highspeed
TGV railroad line. The building of the
highway has not disturbed the TGV line in
its active operation.
With the new AS motorway. the
SAPRR now operates more than 1.400
kilometers of turnpikes. By 2000. the
SAPRR network is expected to cover about
2.000 kilometers. Its main axis is the A6
between Paris and Lyon. In 1992. more
than 85 million vehicles traveled over 10
billion km. on its network....
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Concession Management &
Marketing Forum Plans
Future Efforts

Mexico IIPioneers"
National Highway
Program Toll Projects

Mexico Inicia Programa
Nacional de Canetera
Proyectos de Peaje

Privatization Watch newsletter recently named Mexico "the
pioneer in North America with a planned 6,000-km. network of
new privatized tollways under way." And, according to dateline
Mexico, a news and finance newsletter published by the Mexican
news agency Notimex, the second phase of Mexico's National
Highway Program will budget $16 billion from 1995 - 2000 for the
network's construction, with much of the new construction subcontracted out to private companies, along with upkeep of the
46,000 km. of existing national highway system.
However, according to Privatization Watch, the Mexican
government must "restructure the program, since its original tooshort concession periods (sometimes as little as five years) led to
sky-high toll rates, discouraging traffic and failing to produce
sufficient revenue." Also mentioned was a 1993 goal to "add
electronic toll collection (ETC) to the existing governmentdeveloped tollways [and] sell long-term operating rights for several
billion dollars:'
"In a bid to boost tourism in the Yucatan peninsula, tourist
centers Cancun and Tulum in Quintana Roo will be linked by a
new highway to Valladolid and Xemach, Yucatan, at a cost of
$50.78 million," noted dateline Mexico.
Additionally, according to Henry R. Munoz III, Texas Turnpike Authority Commissioner, who spoke during IBTTA's 1993
Fall Maintenance Committee Conference in San Antonio, Tex.,
Mexico is also involved in plans to explore bi-nation3.1 toll projects
with the Texas Department of Transportation.....

1boletin de noticias Privatization Watch
nombro Mexico "el iniciador en Norte America con una red
planeada de 6,000 kilometros de nuevos peajes privatizados y ya
empezados."Y segiln dateline Mexico, una publicaci6n sobre
noticias y finanzas, la segunda fase del Programa Nacional de
Mexico va a marcar una inversion de $16 billon de dolares de 1995
a 2000 para la construccion de la red. Segiln el Ministerio de
Comunicaci6n y Transporte de Mexico (SCf), mucho de la nueva
construccion va ser sub-contractada a companias privadas, al igual
eI mantenimiento de 46,000 kilometros del sistema de carreteras
nacional que existen.
Sin embargo, segun Privatization Watch, el gobierno
Mexicano tiene que "reconstruir el programa, ya que el muy corto
periodo de concesion (a veces tan poco como 5 aDOS) causo tarifas
de peajes tan altas como el cielo, disminuyendo el trafico haciendo
decaer ingresos suficientes." Tambien mencionado fue una meta
para 1993 de "afiadir colecci6n electronica de peajes (ETC) al
existente peaje que el gobierno desarrollo [y] vender derechos de
operaci6n a largo plazo por varios billones de dolares."
"En una licitacion para empujar turismo en la peninsula de
Yucatan, centros de turismo Cancun y Tulum en Quintana Roo
van a ser ligados por una nueva carretera a Valladolid y Xemach,
Yucatan, costando $50.78 millon," observo dateline Mexico.
Ademas, Henry R. Munoz III, Comisionador del Texas
Turnpike Authority, presento planes del Departamento de
Transportation de Texas para explorar proyectos de peajes binacionales con Mexico durante la conferencia del Comite de
Mantenimiento del OtODO 1993 en San Antonio, Texas.....
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TBTA Celebrates 60 YealS
Changes Name to MfA Bridges and Tunnels
The Triborough Bridge and Tunnel Authority - now
known as MTA Bridges and Tunnels (effective January
1, 1994) - is celebrating its 60th anniversary year. The
Authority was established in the midst of the Depression to build one of the country's largest public works
projects of that era, the Triborough Br1dge. Additionally, near the end of 1993, TBTA served its ten billionth
customer.
In honor of the anniversary, TBTA has produced a
newsletter tracing its history and an exhibit of photographs from its archives. The photo collection is
considered to be one of the finest records of urban
Depression-era public works projects in the country.
"TBTA has been a key factor in the development of
the New York Metropolitan area," said Authority
President Michael C. Ascher. "Over these six decades, its
function has evolved to meet changing transportation
needs. Its crossings were built and are cared for to serve
the next century."
TBTA, directly or indirectly, built much of New
york's arterial highway system, bridges and tunnels, and
'other massive public works in the dawn of the automobile era. It now plays a dual role, serving a million
customers daily on its bridges and tunnels and providing a half-billion dollar annual subsidy to the metropolitan area public transit systems, as part of the
Metropolitan Transit Authority (MTA). ~

NJTP OUtlines Car
Pool Pilot Programs
ccording to Pike Interchange, the
internal newsletter of the New Jersey
Turnpike, three pilot programs to encourage Thrnpike employee carpool participation were recently announced. The
Authority's campaign is in compliance with
the Employer Trip Reduction mandate of
the Federal Clean Air Act and part of an
overall effort by federal, state, and local

governments to reduce auto exhaust air
pollution.
One program, already underway, uses
passenger cars in the Turnpike motor pool
for the commutation to and from work of
employees living within ten miles of the

Turnpike Administration Building. To be
eligible for the program, the car must have
three passengers; volunteer drivers travel
free.
A second program has been designed
for employees living beyond the ten mile
limit to form their own carpools of three or
more per vehicle. This program provides a
free tankful of fuel per week, available at

pumps in the Turnpike maintenance
districts, for the designated car pool auto.
A third program for longer trips will
involve three vans - two passenger carriers

and one IS-passenger vehicle - driven by
volunteers, who ride free. Fuel will be
provided free at the Maintenance Districts
with rates for passengers ranging from
$1.00 to $1.50. ~

INTERNATIONAL BRIDGE,

TUNNEL AND TURNPIKE ASSOCIATION
---

HCIRA Gets OK for East Belt Project
Last September. Harris County Commissioners Court granted approval for the
Harris County Toll Road Authority to
begin contract negotiations with engineering firms for the design and construction of
the East Belt. On September 28, the Texas
Department of Transportation issued a
Minute Order releasing control and jurisdiction of a 7.78 mile section of right of
way of the East Belt, which will· allow the
Toll Road Authority to construct, maintain,
and operate a toll facility in that area.
Noting the "ahead of schedule and
under budget" construction of the
Authority's Hardy Toll Road and Sam
Houston Tollway, Wesley E. Freise, P.E.,
HCTRA Executive Director, expects to
begin construction of the East Belt as early
as the second quarter of '94, projecting a
1996 opening.
"During the design phase [of] the
project, our agency will be considering the
redesign oflane configurations at all five of
the existing plazas," Freise stated. "Systemwide, our facilities are handling approximately two million transactions per week.
With continued growth projections, our
plans are to expand and reconfigure our

dedicated EZ TAG lanes, which are
expected [to handle 1approximately 70%
of our traffic volumes in the next three
years."
The Toll Road Authority also anticipates an agreement with the Texas Department of Transportation to release the South
Belt right of way. which would tie into the
East Belt toll project. The entire East Belt
and South Belt construction projects,
approximately 30 miles, will complete the
Harris County Beltway system. The design
phase for the South Belt project will be
approximately 12 months. with 1997 and
1998 projected opening dates.
Cost for design and construction of the
joint project. cOmbined with the estimated
acquisition price of the Jessie Jones Toll
Bridge, is expected to be approximately
$600 million. T

"ERA OF THE CAUFORNIA FREEWAY"
COME; TO A aa E
"CAUFORNIA:S last·
iJ buill: llD editorial in th
aber 17 n PrmrciJcD
&#miner ~d. 'I'he newspaper. oting the recent opening
Angeles' 2.2
bilUon. J1-mile Century n:e:way'J lamented the end ofthestalet. -<1m f widing morel
higherlbigger" and ushered in a tuture of"new directions-In "innovation and "imagina-

of'"

tion."
In an example of those new dittdions - nd in conU1Sl. to the government-funded
Century Freeway- theBxaminir noted the o~ing of.another road hat.me da~ "the
initial stretch of the slaf!'s first private tollway, paraUe1~ 1·5 in Orange Coun ."

"This pay-as-you-go scheme is one new direction fOr California tran~rtation:
remarked the BxtunJner•.....The last freeway is finished. but the infurma .on superhighway
and other paths to the future aren't fill' away."

San Antonio Hosts
IBTTA Maintenance
Committee
Some 131 delegates and guests from 50
organizations gathered in San Antonio,
Tex.• in late October, to discuss current
maintenance theory and practices at
IBTTA's Maintenance Committee Fall
Conference.
Henry R. Munoz III, Commissioner of
the Texas Turnpike Authority, the conference host, welcomed IBTTA to San
Antonio. He discussed the Texas Department of Transportation's plans to seek new
financing arrangements and partnerships,
and to explore multi-modal transportation
efforts and bi-national toll projects with
Mexico.
James Griffin, Deputy Director of the
Texas Turnpike Authority, reviewed
progress on the eight-mile extension of the
Dallas North Tollway. The extension, whicl>
will bring the Tollway to 21 miles in length,
will be completed in July 1994. ahead of
schedule and under budget. He also
discussed a number of innovative publicprivate projects the Authority is studying,
following 1991 and 1993 state legislation
that broadened the Authority's scope.
The Maintenance Conference featured
more than 30 presentations on a range of
topics, including transportation in the
aftermath of Hurricane Andrew; incident
management systems; motorist information systems; automated bridge inspections; clean air and water quality issues; a
legislative update; ETTM policy developments; the impact of electronic toll
collection system design on maintenance
operations; and new products and
procedures to improve toll facility maintenance.
The 1994 Maintenance Committee
meetings are: Spring Conference. March 19
- 23, Fort Lauderdale, Fla., and Fall
Conference, October 1 - 5, Boston, Mass.
Registration materials for the March
meeting are now available. T

A Look at
Japanese

Highway
Development
(excerpted with permission by Highway NE!IIIIS.
published byJETRO, (272-997-6463)

The

first national highway in Japan was
completed and opened to the public in July
1963, just three decades ago. It was the first
71 Ian. segment of the Meishin Expressway,
connecting the second and third largest
metropolitan areas in Japan, Osaka, and
Nagoya.
It was the first limited access motorway with highly advanced specifications
whose speed limit was set at 100 Ian./hour
(approx. 60 miles/hour). Due to the limited
availability of construction funds, it was
built as a toll road. Since then, all major
national highways in Japan have been
'amstructed as toll roads, as are most in
France and Italy.
Due to the fast economic growth and
expansion of automobile use in both
business and the private sector, toll highway construction has accelerated. Each
year, new toll highways of about 160 Ian.
(100 miles) open. As of August 1993, the
total mileage of highways in operation
reached 5,400 Ian. (3,375 miles).
This extensive network of toll highways
has contributed to Japanese industrialization in its initial stage of development, as
well as changing people's lifestyles by
expanding their mobility in tqe more
advanced stage.
The success of the toll highway system
in Japan is comparable to that of the
Interstate Highway system in the U.S. But
the economic and social impact of Japanese
highway development may have been even
greater than in the U.S. Japan is a territory
that is only one twenty-sixth the size of the
U.S., even smaller than California. Yet, it
has an Interstate Highway-class mileage of
more than 3,000 miles; while California,
known as the state with the most developed
highways, has an Interstate Highway system
mileage of only 2,399 miles. Although

other factors such as population, land use,
motor vehicle use and industrial development should also be considered, more
highway systems in a relatively small land
has been a big advantage for building an
efficient transportation network.
Because of the natural mountainous
geographic conditions in japan, tunnels
and bridges are extensively constructed to
accommodate a smooth, straight highway
in a deep valley and on mountaintops. Of
the 5,400 km. (3,375 miles) oftoll highways
now open in Japan, tunnels make up 417
Ian. (260 milesl7.7%) and bridges make up
739.9 Ian. (462 miles/13.7%).

Back in the U.S., due to vast prairietype landscape, tunnels and bridges are less
common. This affects the relatively low
construction and maintenance cost of U.S.
highways compared with the costly tunnels
and bridges of Japanese highways. ...

Canada
Canada's first
BOT project, the $1.2
billion Northumberland

CentralAmerica
In Central America, a business group
called Fedepricap is promoting a multibillion-dollar plan to upgrade highway and
rail systems, including the elimination of
remaining gaps in the Panamerica Highway
(such as the Darien Gap in Panama). World
Bank and Inter-American Development
Bank funds are being sought for feasibility
studies, but private financing and operation for the actual facilities is contemplated.

South America
The most ambitious project under
study in South America is the South
American Superhighway, a $2.5-billion,
1,400 -mile project to link Buenos Aires
with Montevideo and Sao Paulo. Key to the
project is a $I-billion, 31-mile bridge
across the Rio de la Plata. The latter project
will be examined in a $4-million feasibility
study to be awarded this year by the World
Bank.
Argentina is now seeking bids to upgrade and operate 248 km. of the major
Buenos Aires freeways, under 20-25-year
concessions. After public opposition to
previous highway privatizations, this time
the government will insist that upgrades be
made before tolls are imposed. Venezuela in
January divested the Caracas airport highway in this manner, and in June selected
the winning team to take over the CaracasValencia highway.

Elsewhere, new privatization plans
have been announced in Brazil, Chile, and
Colombia. Brazil's Senate is considering a
general law on concessions, and the
transport ministry hopes to divest 7,500
km. of federal highways in coming years.
The large industrial state of Sao Paulo has
plans to divest three existing highways near
the capital city (Sao Paulo) by year-end; it
is also considering BOT development of a
$2-billion ring road. Colombia has
announced that both types of liighway
privatization will be used, but has announced no projects so far. Chile has
identified 13 initial projects worth $325
million, and earlier this year awarded its
first concession, for the EI Melon Tunnel. It
has many other projects in the pipeline,
and plans ultimately to divest its entire
section of the Pan American Highway (for
some $400-600 million).

The big news in
Britain is the May
release of the government's Green Paper on
how best to charge our roads
in the future. One option is sale of
either the motorways (estimated value
$26 billion) or the entire road network
($116 billion). Britain's motorways alone
need $19 billion worth of upgrading this
decade and traffic congestion is a serious
problem in many cities. Electronic
congestion pricing and privatization could
be the answer. Elsewhere, Scotland is
pursuing its first two BOT projects, a 30mile tollway from the English border to
Edinburgh and a second bridge across the
River Froth. And Ireland is considering
creation of a National Roads Authority
with the power to initiate private tollway
projects.
On the continent, the Hauts de Seine
regional government in the Paris metro
area in April authorized the $5.4-billion
MUSE toll-tunnel project, which will add
29 miles of congestion-priced tunnels,
aimed at reducing street-level congestion.
And Greece is holding BOT competitions
for $I.2-billion worth of tollways near
Athens, a 2.5-km. bridge at Rion, and a
I-km. undersea tunnel at Aktion......

Europe
Britain and Germany have the most
ambitious divestiture plans in Europe.
Germany made headlines earlier this year
by announcing plans to corporatize the
11,000-km. autobahn system. selling up to
49.9% to investors. Proceeds from the sale
would be used to merge and upgrade the
two state railway systems (which will also
be corporatized and perhaps privatized
eventually). Starting next year, Germans
will pay a $240-annual access fee to use the
autobahns, while an ETC system is being
installed with completion scheduled for
1998. Because of the corporatization plan,
Germany's earlier plans to begin using BOT
for selected additions have been dropped.

Coming Soon: Eastern Europe, Asia, and

Australia Updates.

PUBLICATIONS

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE
MARc E. DEFLIN has joined ATIComm, Inc., Marblehead, Mass.• as Vice President in the
ETTM System Sales Group.

Green-Pedersen, Inc., has named STEVEN B. GREENMAN to senior vice president and branch
manager and RAYMOND D. '1'HIERREN to assistant branch manager of its Babylon, N.Y.• office.
Envirodyne Engineers, Inc. (EEl). was recently acquired by ABCOM Technology Corporation, Chicago, Ill. ABCOM plans to form CTEE, a new company which will utilize the
combined strengths of EEl and another of its firms Consoer, Townsend 6- Associates, Inc.
(CT6-A).
Consoer Townsend Envirodyne Engineers recently announced the appointment of JAMES J.
POWERS to Executive Vice President - Manager of Operations.
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Kl!NNETH G. SISLAK has joined Wilbur Smith Associates' Columbia, S.C., headquarters as
Director. Public Transportation with the firm's Transportation Group.

Surface Systems, Inc., St. Louis, Mo., recently announced the appointment of MARl( D.
GREER to the position of Director, Engineering, Research and Development for the computerized pavement monitoring systems.
Greiner, Inc., recently announced that JOHN E. TARQUINIO has joined the company's
King of Prussia, Penn., office as a strudural engineer.
McCarter 6- English, with offices in Delaware, New York, New Jersey, and Florida,
recently announced that William S. Greenberg has become a Senior Partner of the firm. ...

-------

-

1994 National Pavement Maintenance
Exposition, January 20 - 23, Nashville,
Tenn., Information: Janet E. Doyle,
(708) 543-0870, ext. 182.
11th Annual International Bridge
Conference, June 13 - 15,
Pittsburgh, Penn.,
Information: (412) 261-0710.
1994 Government Finance Officers
Association Annual Conference,
June 5 - 8, Minneapolis, Minn.,
Information: (312) 977-9700.

MEETINGS OF INTEREST
Fourth Annual IVHS America Meeting,
April 17 - 20, Atlanta, Ga.,
Information: (202) 857-1202.
International Road Federation Third
Executive Conference on "Motor Vehicles
and the Environment,"
May 15 - 21, Orlando, Fla.•
Information: (202) 544-2106;
fax (202) 479-0828....
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